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The Paradox of Our Age

Author Unknown

We have taller buildings, but shorter tempers; wider freeways, but narrower
viewpoints; we spend more, but have less; we buy more, but enjoy it less.

We have bigger houses and smaller families; more conveniences, but less time;
we have more degrees, but less sense; more knowledge, but less judgment;
more experts, but more problems, more medicine, but less wellness.

We spend too recklessly, laugh too little, drive too fast, get too angry too
quickly, stay up too late, get up too tired, read too seldom, watch TV too much,
and pray too seldom.

We have multiplied our possessions, but reduced our values. We talk too much,
love too seldom and lie too often.

We’ve learned how to make a living, but not a life; we’ve added years to life,
not life to years.

We’ve been all the way to the moon and back, but have trouble crossing the
street to meet the new neighbor.

We’ve conquered outer space, but not inner space; we’ve done larger thing, but
not better things; we’ve cleaned up the air, but polluted the soul; we’ve split the
atom, but not our prejudice; we write more, but learn less; plan more, but
accomplish less.
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We’ve learned to rush, but not to wait; we have higher incomes; but lower
morals; more food but less appeasement; more acquaintances, but fewer friends;
more effort but less success.

We build more computers to hold more information, to produce more copies
than ever, but have less communication; we’ve become long on quantity, but
short on quality.

These are the times of fast foods and slow digestion; tall men, and short
character; steep profits, and shallow relationship.

These are the times of world peace, but domestic warfare; more leisure and less
fun; more kinds of food, but less nutrition.

These are days of two incomes, but more divorce; of fancier houses, but broken
homes. &
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The Greatest Dream
Cheng Chye Lim

Over dinner and my Greek grammar text, the beautiful voice of Twila Paris
coming off the CD-ROM of my laptop computer captivates me, and draws me to

ponder upon the words to her song .............

"I dreamed I saw my name in lights
And spoke Your Word for all to hear
I dreamed my name was recognized
By people far and people near
But I have come to understand
Like David long ago
That humble service in Your house
Is still the greatest dream a heart can hold

(Chorus):

Oh let me be a servant

A Kkeeper of the door

My heart is only longing
To see forevermore

The glory of Your presence
The dwelling of the Lord
Oh let me be a servant

A keeper of the door"

(Keeper of the Door - Twila Paris, copyright 1991 Ariose Music/Mountain
Spring Music)

We've all had dreams, are dreaming and will continue to dream. When we dream,
we cast ourselves into a world where everything goes according to our script. We will
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be the hero or heroine who finally overcomes the odds, defeats the forces of evil and
rides into the sunset with our Snow White or Prince Charming, to the thunderous
applause and cheers of those around us. We dream of being in the spotlight, of being
the center of everybody's attention, of scoring that game-winning basket or goal. We
dream about 4.0 GPAs and academic scholarships. We dream about the American
Dream. We want to be winners. We want to be successful.

Ministry dreams may be no different from others. Some long to be senior pastors
of mega-churches, or conference speakers to world-wide audiences, or globally
renowned missionaries with amazing successes on the mission field. Others wish they
could enjoy unending success in evangelism. Perhaps, a few may thirst for the
glamour of being respected as an elder, deacon, pastor, teacher, committee chairperson
or care group leader. One must so-called climb the ministry ladder which becomes no
different from the corporate equivalent.

What is your dream? What is my dream?

"And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is,
that which is good and acceptable and perfect."

- Romans 12:2 (NASB)

Being in full-time ministry and equipping myself in a seminary does not exempt
me from the ways of the world. My heart still longs for human recognition even
though I know that what God thinks about me is what matters most. Romans 12:2 is a
constant reminder to me, to regularly examine and renew my mind, just to check if [
am still in step with God, or whether the world has already squeezed me into its mold.

The rest of Twila's song provides a thoughtful stimulant:

"The one who was no less than God
Took on the flesh of lowly man
And came to wash the feet of clay
Because it was your holy plan
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And I, no greater than my King

Would ever seek a place

Of humble service in Your house

To gaze into the light that is Your face."

What is the greatest dream that a Christian can possibly dream? Ministry success?
Unmatched theological knowledge? Thorough acquaintance with the Bible? I think
few would disagree with me, that the greatest Christian dream is our conformity to the
likeness of Christ.

"For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also
suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His
steps."

- 1 Peter 2:21

A Christian painting of Christ's foot washing scene forms the backdrop to my
Windows menu screen. There is a bronze sculpture of Jesus washing Peter's feet right
on my seminary's campus. These visual images have served as spiritual road signs,
reminding me of this traffic rule of heaven that differs from earthly convention. To be
Christianly successful is to be successfully imitators of Christ - of His humility and
His servanthood. This is a paradox, not only to non-Christians, but also to our natural
inclinations. As we seek His face, may He fill us with His likeness, that we may reflect
His image to a lost world.

One Christmas I had the opportunity to go on a mission trip to Macau. On
Christmas morning, we held an evangelistic meeting for children. Many came because
of the presents we would be giving away, but | was determined to give them the
meaning of Christmas too. After much fun and games, it was time for me to give the
gospel message. Using a candy cane, I started telling them the story of how God sent
his Son Jesus to save us from sin. As I expounded on the stripes that Jesus bore on our

behalf, I once again felt the extent of God's grace. What would I do without Jesus in
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my own life? Tears began to well-up in my eyes. At that instance, the words of a
familiar hymn flooded into my mind:

"I'd rather have Jesus than anything this world affords today."

I gave the invitation and, being kids, many responded to pray to accept Jesus into
their lives. Yet, my own heart had been touched in a different way. It didn't matter to
me how many hands went up. All the success, and all the praises in the world wouldn't
do me one bit of good, if I did not have Jesus myself. It's not what we achieve that

counts, but Who we already know.
Whom we know, we follow. Whom we follow, we imitate.

"Your attitude should be the same that Jesus had.

Though He was God, He did not demand and cling to His rights as God.

He made Himself nothing; He took the humble position of a slave and
appeared in human form.

And in human form He obediently humbled Himself even further by dying a
criminal's death on a cross.

Because of this, God exalted Him up to the heights of heaven and gave Him a name
that is above every other name,

So that at the feet of Jesus every knee will bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to

the glory of God the Father."
- Philippians 2:5-11 (New Living Translation)

Praise be to God! &
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S.0.S.

--help cried out from bullets
Lindy Huang

11:30 am in the morning, Tuesday, just after the fourth period and lunchtime for
others, a different sound joined the daily routine. “Bomb, Bomb”, the sound of bullets
firing from its shells, rewrote the history of the nation. On April 20, 1999, two boys
massacred their own school, killing fifteen students and faculties and wounding more
than thirty others. The actions lasted from 11:30 am in the morning till 4:00 pm in the
afternoon. And the nation was silent.

April 20", °99, is the 110 birthday of Adolph Hitler. It is the day where history
repeats itself in its most cruel form. It is the day where students hid under desks and
begged for their lives and lost it. It is the day where hallways became trenches filled
with young blood and smoke. It is the day where heroism and faith were being tested
and proven. It is the day where the name Columbine, Littleton, Colorado has been
joined onto the list with Pearl, west Paducah, Jonesboro and Springfield. It is the day
where Columbine juniors Eric Harris, 18, and Dylan Klebold, 17, massacred their own
school and killed themselves. It is the fifth day after Harris been rejected by the
Marine. It is three months after Harris and Klebold finished their 45 hours of
community service for broken into a van. It is the end of Trench Coat Mafia and
merciless teasing for the two; and the beginning of many whys for the rest of the
world.

How could this be happening, people asked, this is supposed to be one of the
safest schools. “There’s an arch over a hallway in the high school engraved with a
motto: ‘The finest kids in America pass through these halls.””(Times, May3, 1999)
Living only a few miles away from the school, ABC correspondent Tom Foreman
wrote:

“We do not know what to say. So we say what everyone else says when words
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can not convey the depth of profound sadness and despair: We never thought it would
happen here.”

How often have we heard about it lately? From Pearl to Columbine, the list grows
instead of ending with a period. Now instead of terror and panic, people associate
these headlines with familiar heart-wrenching sentiment; now we know what to bring
to a shrine. Isn’t it enough? How much more are we going to see? How much more

can we take in?

While the experts are predicting that “the Littleton incident probably won’t be the
last, or even the worst, of its kind.” (ABC News.com, April 21, *99); I believe that we
should focus our attention on solving the bomb at hand instead of waiting for the next
to explode. Opinions on this issue swing from the very right of spectrum all the way to
the very left. The conservative right is busy passing bills that will strengthen school
security by means of metal detector, stronger gun control and more man poweer. On
the other hand, the left wing supporters are blaming the media, Goth music lyrics and
the Kosovo crisis for the mental state of our children. In response the President has
already allotted a big chunk of federal spending on school security and adolescent
consoling, the largest spending ever made by the government on this area. Yet |
believe that we should start from ourselves. Everyone is either a parent or a child. Isn’t
it our own responsibility to take care of each other? Are we going to make the
government raise our children? Parents should and are the biggest factor in their
children’s life. In a study published in the September 10, 1997, issue of the Journal of
the American Medical Association, the researchers concluded that parents are the
biggest influence in teenagers’ behaviors. The study started with interviewing more
than 90,000 adolescents ranging from grades 7 through 12. To avoid interference from
interviewers’ unintentional bias or other physical discrepancies and to protect
confidentiality, the students heard questions from earphones and typed their answers
directly into a laptop. Robert W. Blum, M. D., of the program revealed that the
questions covered areas like emotional distress, suicidal thoughts or behavior, use of
illegal drug, alcohol and tobacco, perpetration of violence, sexual experience and
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pregnancy. Across the board, students who enjoyed a good relationship with their
parents are less likely to engage on risk activities. Based on the study a good
relationship is defined by feeling love, cared for and accepted. Specifically, the
students feel connected with their parents through short messages like: good luck on
your test today, that is a beautiful dress, do you need help on your homework tonight,
etc. In short, displays of parental interest and concern in their children’s life. Today,
while the teenage generation is said to be spinning out of control, parents remain the
biggest influence in their children’s life.

Still, the horror and questions evoked by the Columbine Rampage led many
people to urge schools to put all suspicious students either on suspension or sessions
with psychologist. In their view, a stronger security is the solution to the problem. To
some extent, this does provide a sense of security to schools and a definite boom to the
security business. A Texas security company located at Irving reported mass amount
of order since the Columbine event, while the company almost had no orders last year.
Yet, are we educating our kids in a school or a prison? In Jonesboro, Ark., an armed
police officer is assigned to the schools after the death of four students and a teacher
by an 11- and 13-year-olds. In Springfield, Ore., two police officers patriot the high
schools after the death of two students by a classmate. In west Paducah, Ky., a tip line
has been established since three students were being killed there. The communities of
all three places had declined to employ maximum securities like metal detectors and
hidden cameras. In all three places, emphasis has been focused on how to spot and
counsel troubled kids, for that is the source of the tragedy. The communities, schools
and parents are picking up their children’s help signals again and addressing the issue
quickly to prevent tragedies happening again. Their actions would be applauded by the
founding fathers of the nation. Benjamin Franklin once said, the ones that are willing
to sacrifice liberty for safety deserves neither. Let’s help our children to cope with the
crises, not cage them with bulletproof glass.

Contrast to the solution of more security, some people feel the problem is not
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with school safety or youth violence but with the society as a whole, and could only to
solve if government takes more responsibility in issues like gun control, media
monitoring, hate group censoring, etc. A student in ABC’s chat room wrote:

These days if you do not smoke you are not cool. If you don’t date girls or do
sports you are considered gay....if you don’t follow these rules you are rejected,
humiliated....The only way person like these can defend themselves is to turn to
violence. Society is always talking about how healthy it is to be drug-free, being good,
not smoking or drinking and other good habits....but if we take a look at these lines
you will see that society does exactly the opposite of what it always rejects and talks
against publicly.

Unquestionably, the suspects of the Columbine event experienced the rejection
and humiliation of what was wrote above, which ultimately turned into hatred and
desire for revenge. A student said during the shooting the gunmen shouted at some of
their victims as loud as they could, “This is what you get for the way you’ve treated

2

us.

According to Department of Education statistics, “homocide ranks as a leading
cause of death among young people, accounting for 20 percent of all deaths in the
10-24 age group.” The Center for Disease Control and Prevention reported 11,000
attack in public schools during the 1996-97 school year, where a weapon was involved.
Faced with these astounding numbers, the role of a parent takes a new meaning.
Fortunately, there is hope. Cassie Bernall, the girl died for her faith, is the living
testimony for the importance of parents. Two years earlier, Cassie was involved in
witchcraft and duped by drugs. Yet, her parents didn’t turn blind at her changes. They
insisted that beneath all the black garment, their daughter is still the same, but she
needed directions to come home. And they gave her directions, by cutting her access
to wrong crowds, monitoring her activities and bring her to church. Despite Cassie’s
opposition, it worked. Her life has become the light for many others. It made me
wondering, if Eric and Dylan’s parents had taken a strong stand in the direction of
their lives, maybe today Columbine would just be a suburban high school named after
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the state flower.

Not surprisingly, researches confirm the importance of parents. In households
where alcohol and cigarettes are readily available, they are the warehouse for children,
not school or streets. The same is true for marijuana, 13 percent said they had smoked
marijuana in the precious month. More alarmingly, kids with household access to
firearms are more likely to have violent and suicidal thoughts. About one in four
respondent reported easy access to guns at home. We, the parents, are the biggest
factor in our kid’s life, not schools or NRA or television or the government. Before we
demand the government to censor the Internet, we should monitor the link our kids are
surfing to before we demand the ceasing of gun manufacturing, we should secure the
access to arms at our own households. Before we blame violence on NYPD bule and
teenage pregnancy on Dawson’s Creek, we should talk to our children. Before we
blame the schools for lacking of armed officers, we should listen to our kids about
their troubles and their fears. Now, is still not tool late. Let’s sit down and listen to
them, talk to them and picking up their S.O.S. signals. &
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